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FAMER’S MARKET 
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April 25th, 6:30 p.m. 

Bath County Extension Office 
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674-6121 
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Clover Mites Like Lush Lawns 

Clover mites are accidental invaders that can be a temporary nuisance during early spring. These 

very small, reddish brown creatures appear only as moving dark spots to the naked eye. Sheer 

numbers, plus the resulting red-brown stain left behind if they are crushed, make them unwelcome 

visitors. Clover mites are not blood feeders and will not harm people or pets nor will they infest 

household products. Once inside a home or building they will soon die. Clover mites feed on clo-

ver and grasses, and they can be especially abundant in the heavy, succulent growth of well-

fertilized lawns. They usually enter a home around windows or doors, so these mites are usually 

seen crawling along sills or thresholds. 

Management 

Indoors 

A soapy rag or wet sponge can be used to clean mites off of surfaces. Wipe carefully to avoid 

crushing the mites and causing stains. The crevice tool of a vacuum cleaner may also be used to 

pick up mites. Rely on non-chemical control indoors. Do not apply insecticides to kitchen counters 

or other interior surfaces. 

Outdoors 

There is an increased potential for mites invading structures when grass extends up to the founda-

tion. A plant bed or open area will provide a barrier that will stop many mites and provide a long 

term solution to persistent problems. Avoid over-fertilizing lawns. This creates situations that are 

ideal for mites to increase to tremendous numbers. 

 

https://kentuckypestnews.files.wordpress.com/2018/03/clovermite-fig-1.jpg


BE READY FOR ALFALFA 

WEAVIL 
Lee Townsend—UK Extension Entomologist 

Alfalfa weevil is the key pest of the first cutting. Populations have been above normal over much of 

the state during the past 2 years, so it is important to be watchful this spring. High populations may 

last for 2 to 3 years before natural enemies, diseases, and climatic factors begin to take their toll. 

Temperature drives insect development, so they may appear early or late, depending on how the 

spring unfolds. Fortunately, an alfalfa weevil degree-day model can indicate when to start checking 

fields for tip feeding (Figure 1), the signature damage of this key crop pest. 

The table below shows the variation in degree-day accumulation that can occur in consecutive years, 

along with the predicted values for 2018. 

Scouting for Alfalfa Weevil 

The accumulation of 190 degree-days (base 48
o
F) signals the time when early tip damage can ap-

pear in fields. Check degree-day accumulations for your area at the UK Ag Weather  http://

weather.uky.edu/dd.php 

 

The second critical time to check for damage should occur when 225 degree-days have accumulated. 

At this time, spring-laid eggs should have begun to hatch. Pay particular attention to fields that had 

significant weevil damage last spring. 

Weevil scouting procedure is outlined in Alfalfa Weevil Sampling Program (EntFact 127). 

  

 

 

        Figure 1. Tip feeding by alfalfa weevil (Photo: Lee Townsend, 

 

Table 1.  Historical degree-day accumulations for 2015 and 2016 

indicate the potential variation in initial appearance of tip feeding by 

the alfalfa weevil and predicted dates for 2018. 

https://entomology.ca.uky.edu/ef127
https://kentuckypestnews.files.wordpress.com/2018/02/alfalfa-fig-1.jpg
https://kentuckypestnews.files.wordpress.com/2018/02/townsend-kpn-02-27-18-table1.jpg


 TIPS FOR THE SPRING GARDEN 

 

 The Spring Garden The spring garden contains cool‑season crops that are planted and harvested 

from late winter to late spring. The seed of some of these crops can be planted directly in the garden soil, 

while others will need to be started in a greenhouse or other suitable growing area and then transplanted 

to the garden.  

 Spring garden plants grow best with relatively cool air temperatures (50° to 65°F) and are raised ei-

ther for their leaves, stems or flower buds. Peas are grown for their immature fruits. These crops produce 

their vegetative growth during spring’s short, cool days. If they are planted too late in the spring, summer 

heat reduces their quality by forcing some to flower and form seeds (bolt), and others to develop off fla-

vors, bitterness, poor texture and low yields.  

 Avoid these problems by planting spring vegetables as soon as the soil can be worked in the spring 

since light frost will not injure them. Plant either seeds or transplants, allowing the vegetables to reach edi-

ble maturity before hot summer days arrive.  

 Plant as soon as the soil is workable and dry enough so it does not form wet clods. Do not work the 

soil when it is wet. Doing so can ruin the texture for several years. Wait for the best conditions no matter 

how much the planting bug is nibbling at your fingers.  

 Do not use organic mulches in early spring. Rather, let as much sunlight as possible reach the soil to 

warm it. After May 1, you can use mulches to conserve soil moisture and help prevent weeds  

Plant spring garden crops together so that you can plant fall vegetables in the same area later. When 

“double cropping,” do not plant closely related vegetables in the same rows because of possible disease 

and insect carryover from the spring crop.  



 

  
  
  
  

 

 
 

  

 

Beets    55-60 

   60-80 

Broccoli    40-90 

Brussels sprouts    80-90 

    60-100 

Carrots    60-80 

Cauliflower    50-100 

Celery    100-130 

   43-75 

    75-90 

   60-90 

Kale   50-60 

    50-70 

Leaf lettuce   40-50 

Mustard greens    35-60 

   40-120 

Peas    60-80 

Potatoes3     90-140 

Radishes    20-30 

    40-70 

   55-60 

    40-60 

    30-50 

Table 14. Earliest and latest planting dates in the garden in Kentucky. (If producing your own
transplants, begin two to 12 weeks earlier than these listed dates. See Table 5.) 
  

 
  

      
Asparagus (crowns) Mar 10 Mar 15 Mar 20  
Beans (snap) Apr 10 Apr 25 May 1    
Beans (lima) Apr 15 May 1 May 10    
Beets Mar 10 Mar 15 Mar 20    
Broccoli (plants) Mar 30 Apr 5 Apr 10    
B. Sprouts (plants) Mar 30 Apr 5 Apr 10    

 Mar 15 Mar 25 Apr 1    
Carrots Mar 10 Mar 20 Apr 1    
Cauliflower (plants) Mar 30 Apr 5 Apr 10    
Celery Apr 1 Apr 5 Apr 10    

 Mar 15 Mar 20 Apr 1    
 Mar 1 Mar 10 Mar 15    

Sweet Corn Apr 10 Apr 20 May 1    
 Apr 20 May 1 May 10    

 May 1 May 10 May 15    
Kale Mar 10 Mar 20 Apr 1    

 Mar 15 Mar 20 Mar 25    
Lettuce (leaf) Mar 15 Mar 25 Apr 1   Sept 1 

 Mar 15 Mar 25 Apr 1    
Lettuce (head plants) Mar 15 Mar 25 Apr 1    
Muskmelons Apr 20 May 10 May 15    
Okra Apr 20 May 10 May 15    
Onions (sets) Mar 1 Mar 10 Mar 15  

 Mar 15 Mar 25 Apr 1    
Onions (seed) Mar 10 Mar 20 Apr 1    
Parsley Mar 10 Mar 20 Apr 1    
Parsnips Mar 10 Mar 20 Apr 1    
Peas  Mar 1 Mar 15  
Peppers (plants) May 1 May 10 May 20    
Irish Potatoes Mar 15 Mar 15 Mar 20    
Sweet Potatoes May 1 May 10 May 20    

 Apr 20 May 5 May 10    
Radishes Mar 1 Mar 10 Mar 15 Sept 1 Sept 15 Oct 1 
Rhubarb (crowns) Mar 1 Mar 10 Mar 15  

 Mar 1 Mar 10 Mar 15    
Southern Peas Apr 20 May 5 May 10    
Snow Peas  Mar 1 Mar 15    

  Mar 1 Mar 10  Sept 1 Sept 15 
 Apr 20 May 10 May 15    

Tomatoes (plants) Apr 20 May 5 May 15    
 Mar 1 Mar 10 Mar 15    

Watermelons Apr 20 May 5 May 15    
Winter Squash Apr 20 May 10 May 15    

1  Based on average of early maturing varieties. Mid-season and late-maturing varieties need to be 
planted 15 to 30 days earlier than latest date.  





 









Timely Tips 
Dr. Les Anderson, Beef Extension Professor, University of Kentucky 
 
Spring Calving Cow Herd 

 
Watch cows and calves closely. Work hard to save every calf (you can cull/sell them later). Calves can be 

identified while they are young and easy to handle. Commercial male calves should be castrated and im-
planted. Registered calves should be weighed at birth. 

Cows that have calved need to be on an adequate nutritional level to rebreed. Increase their feed after calving. 
Don’t let them lose body condition. Keep feeding them until pastures are adequate. 

Don’t “rush to grass” although it can be really tempting. Be sure that grass has accumulated enough growth to 
support the cow’s nutritional needs before depending solely upon it. Cows may walk the pastures looking 
for green grass instead of eating dry feed. This lush, watery grass is not adequate to support them. Keep 
them consuming dry feed until sufficient grass is available to sustain body condition. We’ve spent too 
much money keeping them in good condition to lose it now! 

Prevent grass tetany! Provide magnesium in the mineral mix until daytime temperatures are consistently above 
60oF. Mineral supplement should always be available and contain a minimum of about 14 percent magne-
sium. Make sure that your mineral mix also contains adequate selenium, copper, and zinc. You can ask 
your feed dealer about the UK Beef IRM High Magnesium Mineral. 

Make final selection of heifer replacements. Strongly consider vaccinating with a modified-live BVD vaccine.  
Purchase replacement bulls at least 30 days prior to the start of the breeding season. Have herd bulls evaluated 

for breeding soundness (10-20% of bulls are questionable or unsatisfactory breeders). Get all bulls in prop-
er condition (BCS 6) for breeding. 

If you are going to use artificial insemination and/or estrous synchronization, make plans now and order need-
ed supplies, semen, and schedule a technician. 

Prebreeding or "turn‑out" working is usually scheduled for late April or May ‑ between the end of calving sea-
son and before the start of the breeding season (while cows are open). Consult your veterinarian about vac-
cines and health products your herd needs. Make arrangements now for products needed and have handling 
facilities in good working order.  Dehorn commercial calves before going to pasture.   

 

Fall Calving Cow Herd 

 
Pregnancy check cows now and cull open ones at weaning especially if the open cows are older than 5 years of 

age. 
Re-implant feeders. 
Consult with your veterinarian about a preweaning working of the herd. 
You may let calves creep-graze wheat or rye, if it is available. Calves will benefit from extra feed until spring 

grass appears. 
Plan marketing strategy for feeder calves. 
 

Stockers 

 
Don't go to pastures too soon, give plants some growing time. Then stock at two to three times the July rate 

and rotate rapidly. 
"Condition" purchased calves prior to grazing. They should be processed and fed a conditioning diet prior to 

being placed on pasture. You can also use this time to introduce them to electric fences which are used in 
rotational grazing. 

Provide a good mineral supplement which contains a rumen modifier (Rumensin, Bovatec, etc.) along with 
adequate levels of copper and selenium.   
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General 

 
Be prepared to reseed bare spots. 
Make plans to improve hay feeding areas to avoid muddy conditions. 

Consider geotextile fabric with gravel or concrete feeding pads. 
Prepare for the grazing season. Check fences and make necessary re-

pairs. Check your corral, too.   
Get everything ready to make high quality hay in May! Have equip-

ment serviced and spare parts on hand.  Order baler twine now. Be 
prepared to harvest an adequate supply of hay when you have the 
opportunity. Re-supply the extra hay that you fed out of the barn. 
This past winter caused most producers to exhaust their hay supply, 
so it’s time to re-stock. 

Plan now for fly control ... decide what fly control program that you 
will use but don't put insecticide eartags on cattle until fly popula-
tion appears. 


