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BATH COUNTY CATTLEMAN MEETING 

October 8th and 22nd at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Beginning and small farmer school 

November 1st from 10:00am to 3:00 p.m 

Morehead State University farm 

See flyer for more details and QR code to register 

 

HAZARDOUS WEATHER PREPARDNESS PROGRAM 

October 21 6:30-7:30 

Bath County Ag Center 

Bath County 
Ag and Natural Resources 

https://clipartfest.com/categories/view/8079c01ecbb0e5ba3dbe9d03df391946012ddd20/free-clipart-cartoon-farmer-plowing-outline.html


 



Kentucky Gardens Need Attention in the Fall 

Source:  Richard Durham, Extension Horticulture Specialist 

Fall is a beautiful time in Kentucky gardens, but it can also be a messy time. Tree leaves 

turn from green to vibrant fall colors and then drop, creating big piles. Then there are the leaf 

and spent shoots from our flower beds. 

The way you address our yard waste can have a significant impact on your gardens and on 

the environment. Gardeners commonly rake up and bag leaves to haul away to yard waste 

dumps. 

This option, while tidy, uses a lot of energy, both 

yours and the energy to transport the leaves and 

mixed garden waste. 

An alternative is to mulch leaves and yard waste. You 

could use the bountiful resource to enrich your lawn 

and garden, while creating less waste and air pollu-

tion. 

A very simple technique with leaves is to rake them 

into a line and mow over them with your lawn mower. 

The mower will chop the leaves into pieces small enough to fall between the blades of 

grass in your lawn. The chopped leaves will break down out of sight, provide nutrients to your 

lawn and improve the quality of your soil. 

For larger items like spent flower stalks, composting is a simple, easy and environmentally 

friendly option. Done properly, it produces no odor and provides a generous amount of nutrient

-rich organic compost for your garden, which reduces or eliminates the need to buy fertilizer. 

Composting also eliminates the need to transport garden waste, making composting a triple

-win situation for your garden, wallet and the environment. 

The speed of compost production is influenced by the size of the material placed in the bin, 

so the more you can chop up the garden debris, the quicker you will have usable compost. 

Many options for compost bin design and construction are well suited to any location and 

budget. 

Using leaves as mulch has many benefits. The mulch helps retain moisture in the soil and 

insulates plants from extreme winter temperatures. The decomposed leaves become an excel-

lent conditioner for warming spring soil, helping to attract worms and other beneficial microor-

ganisms. 







Timely Tips 
Dr. Les Anderson, Beef Extension Professor, University of Kentucky 

 

Spring-calving herds 

• Schedule a pregnancy examination of cows if not done previously. Winter feeding costs can be minimized by eliminating 
open cows prior to winterfeeding. Pregnancy status (pregnant versus open) can be determined using palpation, transrectal ultra-
sonography, or blood sampling. Stage of pregnancy can only be determined by palpation or ultrasonography (performed by your 
veterinarian). A new chute-side blood sampling kit (Alertys from IDEXX) is available for use. It provides yes/no pregnancy data in 
20 minutes for about $8-10 per cow. 

• Evaluate the body condition of your cows and improve their condition prior to winter. It takes about 75 pounds to increase 
body condition a full score. 

• If you have already done a preweaning working, revaccinate (booster) calves as needed. Treat calves for internal and exter-
nal parasites. If you vaccinate calves yourself, be sure to store, handle, and administer vaccines properly. 

• Wean calves before cows lose body condition. 

Obtain weaning weights of your calves and remember weaning is the time to do your first round of culling and selecting breed-
ing stock. You can eliminate obviously inferior calves, especially those with wild or nervous dispositions. Consider the number of 
heifers that you will need to save for your cow herd. Bulls that are old, unsound, roguish, etc. can be culled now. It is not too 
early to begin thinking about replacements. 

 

Fall-calving herds 

• The calving season should be in full swing for fall-calving cows. Check cows frequently. Identify calves and commercial males 
should be castrated and implanted. 

• Take accurate records of calving and calving performance. Our new app (Stocket at Stocket.us) makes data collection and 
reporting simple, easy, and convenient. 

• Put fall-calving cows on accumulated pasture before the breeding season. Be sure to save some grass in the breeding pas-
tures. 

• It is time to get everything ready for the fall-breeding season, too. Line-up semen, supplies, etc. now and get your bulls 
ready to go (don’t forget their breeding soundness evaluation). Breeding soundness exams are a vital component to reducing 
the risk of reproductive performance and need to be conducted 30-45 days before EVERY breeding season. Contact your herd 
veterinarian to schedule the exams. 

• Obtain yearling measurements (weight, hip height, scrotal circumference, etc.) on replacement animals - especially for regis-
tered ones. 

Contact your herd veterinarian and schedule pelvic area examinations and reproductive tract scores for your potential replace-
ments. Use pelvic area to identify larger heifers with smaller than normal pelvic areas so you can remove them from the breed-
ing pool. Reproductive tract scores can be used to identify immature heifers for culling. Typically, heifers with a reproductive 
tract score less than 3 have limited ability to conceive early in the breeding season. 

 

•  



Stockers 

• If you are purchasing weaned/stressed calves, have your receiving/feeding program in place. Feed a stress ration which con-
tains at least 13% protein and is fairly energy dense. 

• Manage to keep newly weaned and/or purchased calves healthy. Calves should be penned in a small lot with adequate feed, 
water, and shade to reduce stress. Careful handling and comfortable, uncrowded conditions can decrease stress.  

• When newly weaned calves are purchased in the fall, sickness and death loss can be a big problem. Work with your veterinari-
an on a health and receiving program. Consider purchasing CPH-45 feeder calves that are preweaned, vaccinated, bunk-adjusted 
and treated for parasites. 

Watch calves closely for a few weeks after their arrival. Calves will normally break (get sick) 5-7 days after arrival, but they can 
break up to 14 days after they arrive. Have a treatment program ready for any health problems. Early recognition of sick cattle im-
proves their chance of recovery. Watch for drooped ears, hollow appearance, reluctance to rise, stiff gait, coughing and dull or 
sunken eyes. A good “receiving” program is essential to profitability. 

 

General Reminders 

• Avoid prussic acid poisoning that can happen when frost ruptures the plant cells in sorghums, sorghum-sudan hybrids, sudan-
grass, and johnsongrass releasing prussic (hydrocyanic) acid. Fields can be grazed after the plants have dried up after a frost. New 
growth that occurs in stalk fields is potentially dangerous whether frosted or not. 

• Take soil samples for soil analysis to determine pasture fertility needs. Apply phosphate, potash, and lime accordingly. 

• Test hay quality and make inventory of hay supplies and needs. Adjust now - buy feed before you run out in the winter. 

• Do not harvest or graze alfalfa now in order for it to replenish root reserves. 

• Remove fly-control eartags from all animals, dispose of according to instructions on package. Treat for grubs/lice. 



 

Source: Billy Thomas, UK Extension Forester 

If you’ve been waiting all year to see beautiful fall colors in Kentucky, it is almost time. Mid

-October is the beginning of the brilliant fall tree color show in Kentucky.  Actually, these bril-

liant colors have been there all along; they’ve been masked by a cloak of chlorophylls, green pig-

ments vital to a tree’s food-making process. 

Trees use and replenish chlorophylls during the growing season.  High replacement main-

tains green leaf color. As fall approaches, the green pigments are replaced at a slower rate due to 

complex environmental factors and the trees’ genetic makeup. The dwindling supply of green 

pigments unmasks other pigments that were present all along, revealing the spectacular show of 

fall color.  

We can enjoy a variety of fall colors because our diverse climate and soil composition enable 

many trees from northern and southern states to grow in Kentucky. 

Various shades of red color are produced by black gum, pear, sumac, dogwood, maple, oak 

and sassafras trees. Those giving us a range of orange and yellow hues include yellow-poplar, 

birch, hickory and beech.  

Since Black Gum and Sumac trees shut down chlorophyll production early, they are the first 

to reveal fall color. Both change from green to red, leaf by leaf. No leaf seems to be all green or 

red at the same time, giving a spotty appearance throughout the trees. 

You might be surprised to know that what actually makes leaves change color has less do 

with “Jack Frost” and more to do with shorter days activating a kind of “chemical clock” telling 

the trees to shut down chlorophyll production and prepare for winter.  

When the tree completely shuts down chlorophyll production, a layer at the base of the leaf 

forms. This abscission layer causes the leaf to fall off the branch, leaving only the bud with next 

year’s leaves and flowers to wait for the signal in the spring to bloom and grow.  

 





If you would like to attend this training, you can scan the QR code above with 

your phone, or you can type this link into your browser.  Registration is online 

only. 

 

https://keca.memberclicks.net/bqaedenshale#!/ 


